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Is Waste Management playing musical rail trash cars
with the Department of Environmental Conservation?

By Laura Valentine

What High Acres dump in Macedon looks like on a normal Saturday. Those 
green things at the bottom of the photo are rail cars full of trash.

This is what High Acres looked like on Feb. 24 -- the day the DEC was 
paying the site a visit. Where are all the rail cars full of trash?

Here are Waste Management’s trash cars! Parked on a siding in 
Rochester.

WALWORTH, Mar. 1 - “Waste Man-
agement (WM) is playing games,” 
Adam Gursslin said at Thursday’s Wal-
worth town meeting.  “The Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) was at High Acres landfill 
last weekend and WM hid their trash 
cars in the city.  They shut their land-
fill down for the weekend as the DEC 
was trying to confirm the smell.  We 
have proof - pictures showing no box-
cars there last Saturday, and the cars 
all lined up in Rochester.  Usually they 
work Saturdays, but last Saturday 
there was no activity.  WM was aware 
that DEC was going to be around - 
they’re trying to delay, and the prob-
lem’s getting worse.”

Gursslin is one of over 3,100 local 
residents who report on a daily basis 
how their lives are negatively affect-
ed by the odors coming from the Per-
inton-Macedon landfill operated by 
WM.

“We’re smelling the sulfer-like smell 
and that’s what we’re reporting, but 
what are we ingesting that we can’t 
smell?  I worry about methane, which 
is odorless.  Fairport schools started air 
monitoring.  We need to be concerned 
about our Gananda students.  When 
the weather warms up, if those smells 
aren’t ‘fixed’ we’re going to have a se-
rious problem.  This is part of our town 
right now, and it’s going to get worse 
if we let it.”

Gursslin passed out a visual of what 
the Macedon landfill is expected to 
look like at its full height - as tall as 
HSBC Plaza and four times as long.

“I’m a Walworth resident.  My wife 
grew up in Walworth. My in-laws are 
here. My young family’s here – a new-
born, a 3-year-old, and a 5-year-old.  I’d 
like to stay in this area, in our house for 
the next 20 years, that was the plan.  
But six months ago, when we started 
experiencing the smells, I realized we 
had a problem.”

“The wells at the landfill are failing.  
The billion-dollar company (WM) is 
doing the cheapest possible option be-
cause obviously profit is important to 
them.  But our health is important to 
us, and we don’t want a company that 
big to dismiss our quality of life.”

Jen Piskorowski, a Walworth res-
ident with a Macedon address, had 
spoken at a Macedon town meeting on 
January 25, but was no longer allowed 
to speak as of the next meeting.  “I feel 
like I don’t have a voice over there even 
though I’m being affected.  You have to 
understand this is a huge money issue 
for Macedon.  They’ve been collect-
ing about $1 million per year for the 
past ten years, and now that dumping 
has begun, they’re collecting more.  I 
was told that 17-20 percent of Mace-
don’s budget comes from WM for the 
dump.”

“On March 20 from 4-7 p.m. there 
will be an informational fair at the High 
Acres facility in Perinton, and the DEC 
will be represented.  This is something 
I was pushing for,” Piskorowski said.  “I 
encourage the public to attend to get 
information about what’s happening.”

Gursslin and Piskorowski asked the 
Walworth town board to voice their 
concerns to DEC and Macedon.

“I think we could write a letter to 
Macedon saying that we have resi-
dents who are concerned about this 
and we’d appreciate any actions they 
could take on behalf of not just their 
residents but ours,” Councilman Larry 
Ruth said.

“I suggest that it’s a very gentle let-
ter,” Councilman Vaughn Pembroke 
added.  “We have to deal with DEC 
ourselves on different issues like our 
sewage treatment plant.”

Supervisor Susie Jacobs agreed, and 
a resolution was passed to draft the 
letter.

For more information, visit Fresh Air 
for the Eastside on Facebook, or fre-
shairfortheeastside.com.

Marion Central
School Lunch Menu

March 12 - 16     
Monday -   Cheeseburger on a 
wheat bun, Broccoli, Fries, Milk.  
Tuesday - Taco Salad or Taco on a 
soft shell,  Baked Beans, Corn, Milk.  
Wednesday - Chicken Patty on 
a bun, Cucumber Slices, Green 
Beans, “Free Ice Cream,”Milk. 
Thursday - Pizzeria Style Pizza, 
Carrots, Fresh Garden Salad, Milk.
Friday -  CONFERENCE DAY
  NO SCHOOL

Various sandwiches, salad boat, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit Cup and yogurt available daily.
 

This week’s school menu 
is being provided by 

3432 Route 21
Marion 

315-926-5386
www.carpetspectrum.com 

• Largest Flooring 
Showroom in Wayne 

County!
• Expert installation 

• Serving your flooring 
needs for nearly 30 years

Mon, Wed, Fri 10-5
Tues, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-3

PASTA 
DINNER

Prepared and Served by
Boy Scout Troop 90 

Saturday, March 10
4 - 7:30 p.m. 

The Williamson First 
Presbyterian Church 

“The Red Brick Church”
4057 West Main Street 

TICKETS: 
(pre-sale or at the door)

$8.00 ADULTS
 $6.00 SENIORS & 

CHILDREN 6-9
CHILDREN (Age 5 & Under) FREE

Tickets available from any Troop 
90 Scout or at the Williamson 
American Legion on Tuesday 

nights 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Come and join the Wolcott Histori-
cal Society at our Annual Dinner and 
Program on March 24, at the Wolcott 
Presbyterian Church. 

Tickets can be purchased from Bob 
315-594-9065; Renee 315-594-8660; 
Linda 315-594-2765; Mary Ann 315-
594-2689; Norma 315-594-9361; or 
at Carriage House Museum which is 
open 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on the first and 
third Saturdays of the month. 

Being served family style is baked 
chicken and fixings, dessert and drinks. 
The public is welcome to attend the 
meal and program.  

Presale tickets only. Doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. and supper served at 6 
p.m. 

Our program this year will be pre-
sented by Dic Lasher, with slides and 
pictures on his work on the Lions 
Club’s float that appeared in the Rose 
Bowl Parade. We look forward to your 
support.

Wolcott Historical
Society Dinner Hometown Paper, Hometown coverage

Like us on 
Facebook at
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