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Scott J. Foti, Regional Engineer
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Region 8
6274 East Avon-Lima Rd
Avon, NY  14410

The Perinton Conservation Board (the “PCB”) has reviewed the February 16, 2018 WM response 
(“WM Response Plan”) to the NYSDEC Notice of Violation (“NOV”) and has the following 
comments:

“Waste Management is proposing a real time H2S monitoring event to be 
conducted separately from the methane scans, including at locations where Waste 
Management has access to property nearest the most potential impacted 
receptors. All H2S results shall be reported to NYSDEC and the Town on a timely 
basis.”

The PCB reviewed the WM Response Plan and could not find a detailed discussion 
regarding this objective.  The only reference we could find to this objective was in 
Section 4 Ambient Air Monitoring-High Acres Property Boundary, as follows:

“Concurrent with the quarterly surface emission monitoring event, continuous 
hydrogen sulfide (H2S) monitoring will be performed at the boundary of the 
Waste Management property nearest to areas of greater impact for the period 
of one week (seven consecutive days) for four quarters. Monitoring will be 
conducted at four locations at the boundary of the landfill property (hereafter 
referred to as the North Boundary Monitoring Point, the South Boundary 
Monitoring Point, the East Boundary Monitoring Point and the West Boundary 
Monitoring Point). This monitoring will be conducted by a third party.”

It appears that the objectives described in subsections 1.2.2 and 1.2.3 have been 
conflated, contrary to the NYSDEC NOV’s requirement that these monitoring events be 
separate.  The 4th and 5th bullets in Section 4 read as follows

- “Sampling events will be performed each quarter during calendar year 2018 to 
account for seasonality and variable operating conditions.”

- “The Monitoring Point at the location north of the landfill (See Figure 1) will 
collect data continuously, at 10-minute intervals, initially for ninety days. After 
ninety days the monitoring at this location will return to the weekly schedule per 
quarter described above, unless data collected during the initial ninety-day 
period indicates that further monitoring at this location is warranted. The need 
for monitoring beyond ninety days will be discussed and agreed upon with 
NYSDEC.”

Section 1.2 subsection 3 describes a proposed real time H2S monitoring event as 
follows:

1.
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This language is confusing, especially when the 4th bullet indicates quarterly sampling 
but doesn’t indicate for how long, and the 5th bullet indicates the northern sampling 
location will initially sample for a 90-day period and will return to a weekly schedule per 
quarter. The NYSDEC NOV is specific about having concurrent H2S sampling around 
the landfill during the quarterly landfill surface scans and a second monitoring program 
separate from the surface scans on property that WM can access nearest to the most 
impacted neighborhoods.  This is what the PCB expects to see implemented.

If the northern monitoring location is to be used for an initial 90 days sampling event, 
how can it be used for sampling during the quarterly surface scans?  

The neighbors to the south of the landfill are also impacted by the odors.  We don’t see 
any mention of them in this sampling plan; the PCB firmly believes that these neighbors 
must also be included in the sampling plan.

Regarding the quarterly H2S monitoring locations, the locations must be closer to the 
landfill perimeter, especially along the northern perimeter of the landfill.  

The monitoring location at the corner of Quaker Road and RT. 206 should be 
supplemented with another monitoring location on WM property adjacent to Rt 206 
across from the trailer park.

The PCB would like to see Section 1.2 subsection 3 specifically addressed. Significantly 
more monitoring activities are not accommodated by this technical report. The two H2S 
monitoring events (facility – surface scans & neighbors – north, south, east) should be 
discussed separately in the Plan. There must be additional monitoring for those 
neighborhoods on the east and south sides of the landfill facility.

  Monitoring is supposed to occur as described in the first paragraph of Section 
    4 but the description in the 5th bullet is incorrect, and appears to be copied
   from Section 3. The 5th bullet (Section 4) describes a 90-day monitoring 
   period. This is incorrect. It should be consistent with the description
   in the first paragraph and occur for a weekly period concurrent with quarterly 
   surface scans.

Concurrent with the quarterly surface emission monitoring event, continuous hydrogen
sulfide (H2 S) monitoring will be performed at the boundary of the Waste Management
property nearest to areas of greater impact for the period of one week (seven consecutive
days) for four quarters. Monitoring will be conducted at four locations at the boundary of
the landfill property (hereafter referred to as the North Boundary Monitoring Point, the
South Boundary Monitoring Point, the East Boundary Monitoring Point and the West
Boundary Monitoring Point). This monitoring will be conducted by a third party.

The Monitoring Point at the location north of the landfill (See Figure 1) will collect data
continuously, at 10-minute intervals, initially for ninety days. After ninety days the
monitoring at this location will return to the weekly schedule per quarter described
above, unless data collected during the initial ninety-day period indicates that further

(Attachment B; GHD; Section 4, Bullet 5, page 4)2.
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monitoring at this location is warranted. The need for monitoring beyond ninety days
will be discussed and agreed upon with NYSDEC.

 (Section 5.1) PCB assumes that the meteorological station and monitoring station data 
can be correlated by date and time.

 (Section 5.3) Are the wetlands on the North side of the landfill anaerobic? If they are 
they could be producing H2S. The PCB recommends that this location be validated or 
changed to avoid this potential interfering condition.

 Appendix D (see below) references 500 ppm as the Action Level. (“Enhanced 
Monitoring Level”) It should be BOTH 500 ppm and 200 ppm for recordkeeping and 
reporting purposes. The PCB understands that records of surface scan monitoring results 
using the 500 ppm action level is required for compliance reporting to USEPA.

If the 10-day re-monitoring is <500 ppm, re-monitor 1 month from initial exceedance:
Date: ____________ Time:_________am pm Monitoring Technician 
Initials:_________
Instrument reading - Background reading: _______ppm - _______ppm = _______ppm 
If the 1-month re-monitoring is <500 ppm, resume normal quarterly monitoring.
If the 1-month re-monitoring shows an exceedance, describe additional corrective 
action taken before re-monitoring again within 10 days.

 Monitoring should also specifically include well annuli or other cover penetration 
structures.

Areas Monitored
Methane surface monitoring at the HALRC shall be performed along the entire perimeter of the 
collection area and along a serpentine pattern spaced 30 meters apart for each collection area on a 
quarterly basis. Areas where visual observations indicate elevated concentrations of landfill gas, such 
as distressed vegetation and cracks or seeps in the cover, will be monitored.

 The PCB notes that 500 ppm is cited as the action level for performing corrective 
action throughout Appendix A of Attachment B.  However, per the NYSDEC NOV both 
500 ppm and 200 ppm should be included for recordkeeping and reporting purposes. The  

(Attachment B; GHD; Sections 5.1 – 5.3, Sample Locations; page 5)3.

(Attachment B; GHD; Appendix D, Sample Calibration Forms)4.

(Attachment B; GHD; Appendix A, Surface Monitoring Plan) 5.

(Attachment B; GHD; Appendix A, Surface Monitoring Plan) 6.
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PCB understands that records of surface scan monitoring results using the 500 ppm action 
level is required for compliance reporting to USEPA.

In summary, the PCB believes that the monitoring portion (Attachment B: Surface Emission and 
Ambient Monitoring Protocol) should be corrected and resubmitted to NYSDEC.

The PCB further requests that WM be required to provide the PCB with a certification report 
from a professional engineer for any remediation work that has been and will be performed, as 
well as copies of all Inspector Daily Reports (“IDRs”).

For the Perinton Conservation Board,

Kenneth G. Rainis
Kenneth G. Rainis
Chairman

cc: Lisa Schwartz, Esq., New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Michael Barker, Supervisor, Town of Perinton

 Robert Place, Town Attorney, Town of Perinton
 John Minichiello

James Gensel, P.E., Fagan Engineers & Land Surveyors, P.C.
 Eric Williams, Commissioner of Public Works, Town of Perinton
 Robert Kozarits, P.E., Town of Perinton Engineer
 Leslie Mauro, Esq., Harter Secrest & Emery, LLP
 Laura Smith, Esq., Harter Secrest & Emery, LLP
 Joseph Picciotti, Esq., Harris Beach PLLC
 Linda Shaw, Esq., Knauf Shaw LLP
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