
 
 

 
 
We are continually disappointed in the series of events that have unfolded at High Acres. Odors 
continue to impact areas surrounding the landfill at an unacceptable rate. The interaction between DEC, 
WM, and the town of Perinton seems like a charade. There has been an uptick in the number of 
complaints filed in December. Many kids have had to stand at the bus stop this morning gagging on 
garbage and gas fumes. After the fact, we find out trash trains that were sitting for 3 weeks were being 
unloaded, contributing the odors, which is ironic because it actually proves many of the arguments 
we've made in our petition regarding the sources of odors. 
 
What bothers us most about Director D’Amato’s letter is that WM is given guidance on how they should 
conduct the odor study, and how thorough it should be. The inherent flaw in this process is that WM is 
the one conducting the study. They have lied and manipulated the situation every step of the way: 

• Falsehoods in the EIS regarding gas generation caused by increased volume via rail and their 
ability to manage it 

• Lies regarding "taking trucks off the street" 
• Lies about the tarp they purchased 
• Lies about the tremors they caused 
• Targeting of residents that complain about odors 
• Intimidation of anyone who went onsite prior to the lawsuit being filed 
• Calling "Towpath" an independent third party when in reality they are tied directly to WM 

revenue streams 
• Political contributions intended to buy the silence of local and state politicians 
• Failed promises and deadlines throughout the course of the last year (too many to recount) 

We could go on, but hopefully our point is made. Depending on WM to conduct an odor study is 
irresponsible. We can save you time and give you a list of keywords and phrases that will likely be 
contained in WM's odor study findings: 

• Transient odors very close to the landfill 
• Odors lasting a very short time period 
• Non-impacting odors lasting minutes 
• Odors related to other sources than the landfill 
• Odors from trucks and trash trains are the same 
• NYC trash trains do not have an adverse impact on the community 

We can almost guarantee you that is what their paid consultants will conclude. We all know how this 
will play out. Kicking the can down the road is just weak. Having WM and their partners conduct a study 
is weak. Forcing residents to depend on a judge is weak. There have been well over 200 complaints 
already in December. It would be even more if not for the wind being out of the west for the majority of 
the days. Nothing has gotten better when compared to last fall and early winter (prior to remediation, 
which artificially caused increased odors due to trenching). 


